DENVER & THE WEST 


PENCE VISIT SHUTS 
DOWN HOT-AIR 
BALLOON BUSINESS 


»2A 


BRONCOS SHAKE UP STAFF, 
BUT JOSEPH STAYING PUT... 


ANTI-GOVERNMENT 
PROTESTS IN IRAN 
GROW MORE VIOLENT 


»12A 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 2, 2018 


Voice of the Rocky Mountain Empire 


"THE DENVER POST 


} MOSTLY SUNNY; NOT AS COLD 442° W19° »16A © © THE DENVER POST © $2 PRICE MAY VARY OUTSIDE METRO DENVER * 


AMBUSH SHOOTING IN DOUGLAS COUNTY 


Rants sparked a warning 


Elizabeth police Officer Sean Bigler, middle, receives a hug from another officer Monday night during a candlelight vigil in 
memory of their friend, Douglas County sheriff’s Deputy Zackari Parrish, at Mission Hills Church in Littleton. Parrish, 29, 
was killed by a gunman Sunday at the Copper Canyon Apartments in Highlands Ranch. Helen H. Richardson, The Denver Post 


Hundreds share enormous grief 
while mourning beloved deputy 


By John Ingold The Denver Post 


The ventilation system whooshed inside 
the cavernous church sanctuary, and the 
deputy’s widow stepped to the front. Gra- 
cie Parrish let out a long breath. 

“Thank you for coming,” she began. “I 
am overwhelmed by the love and support 
of the community and the nation. Never in 
my world would I have imagined this.” 

Thirty-six hours after her husband, 
Douglas County sheriffs Deputy Zackari 
Parrish, was shot and killed responding to 
a call, this was her first time speaking pub- 
licly in remembrance of him. 

Hundreds gathered inside Mission Hills 


Church in Littleton on Monday night to lis- 
ten to her words. Earlier, volunteers car- 
ried armfuls of tissue boxes to set in the 
rows. Each person walked in holding an 
unlit candle, to be used later in the eve- 
ning’s closing vigil. 

But as Gracie Parrish spoke of her hus- 
band — holding the youngest of their two 
daughters in her arms — the church stilled. 

“I will do everything in my power, Zack 
Parrish, to honor you,” she said in a choked 
voice, “and I will raise these girls to love 
you.” 

Parrish, 29, was killed Sunday morning 
after responding to a call at the Copper 
Canyon Apartments on East County Line 


Road in Highlands Ranch. Four other law 
enforcement officers and two residents of 
the apartment complex were wounded be- 
fore the gunman was killed, and the shock 
of the tragedy was evident in the church. 

Large men gave each other hugs with 
thunderous slaps on the back, and the 
wives of deputies greeted each other with 
tears. 

Parrish was an active member of the 
Mission Hills community, and the church’s 
pastor asked mourners to grieve for Par- 
rish but also to know that he is in heaven. 

The pastor invited those in attendance 
to share stories. And, for more than an 
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Wyoming 
detectives told 
Lone Tree police 
about gunman’s 
veiled threats. 


By Kirk Mitchell 
The Denver Post 


Wyoming authorities warned 
Lone Tree police about bizarre 
implied threats more than six 
weeks before a gunman killed a 
Douglas County sheriffs deputy 
and wounded four law enforce- 
ment officers, officials say. 

University of Wyoming detec- 
tives called Lone Tree police and 
warned that Iraq war veteran Mat- 
thew Edward Riehl, 37, had made 
veiled threats against professors 
of the UW law school, where he 
earned a law degree, and that his 
vulgar, nonsensical rantings were 
indicative of a mental illness, said 
Chief Mike Samp of the University 
of Wyoming Police Department. 

The warning to Lone Tree was 
made in mid-November, more 
than six weeks before Riehl shot 
and killed Douglas County sher- 
iffs Deputy Zackari Parrish. Samp 
said it’s possible that Colorado 
authorities faced the same conun- 
drum Wyoming officials do when 
an apparently mentally ill and 
dangerous person makes veiled 
but not direct, imminent threats. 

“Wyoming statutes are pretty 
clear: If someone is not making an 
immediate threat, they cannot be 
held for a mental evaluation. They 
are very tough cases,” Samp said. 

Sunday morning, four deputies 
answered a domestic disturbance 
call to a Highlands Ranch apart- 
ment when Riehl allegedly fired 
more than 100 shots, killing Par- 
rish and wounding three other 
deputies, a Castle Rock police of- 
ficer and two neighbors. Riehl 
was gunned down in an exchange 
of gunfire with SWAT officers. 
The injured law enforcement offi- 
cers were Mike Doyle, 28; Taylor 
Davis, 30; and Jeff Pelle, 32; and 
police officer Tom O’Donnell, 41. 
Two people in adjacent apart- 
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WASHINGTON 


Full plate as 
‘Trump starts 
second year 


By Catherine Lucey The Associated Press 


PALM BEACH, FLA.» The glamour of his hol- 
iday break behind him, President Donald 
Trump is returning to Washington to facea 
hefty legislative to-do list, critical midterm 
elections and perilous threats abroad. 

Trump is starting his second year in of- 
fice after a lengthy sojourn at his private 
Palm Beach club, capped by a New Year’s 
Eve bash. Before his departure, he fired an- 
gry tweets at Iran and Pakistan, slamming 
Islamabad for “lies & deceit” and saying the 
country had played U.S. leaders for “fools,” 
a reference to frustrations that Pakistan 
isn’t doing enough to control militants. 

Pakistani Foreign Minister Khawaja Asif 
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TREATMENT FOR DRUG ADDICTION 


Closing of Arapahoe House jolting 
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Former Arapahoe House addition technician Hannah Buzzo, 
right, meets with SummitStone Health Partners human re- 
source coordinators Karen Biser, left, and Shawana Quirk at 
a job fair in Westminster last week. Andy Cross, The Denver Post 


By John Ingold 
and Jennifer Brown 
The Denver Post 


The first rehab for heroin 
addiction didn’t work, nor 
did the second. She left a 28- 
day program on Day 24. 

But after facing a judge 
and coming to a realization 
— “Either I was going to die 
or I was going to get well” 
— Kiyoka Tamesue finally 
ended up ina treatment that 
worked for her: an out- 
patient program at Arapa- 
hoe House where she could 
receive methadone. 

For decades, Arapahoe 
House has served as the 
largest provider of and a last 
line of defense against ad- 
diction in the metro area, a 
place where the most in 
need can receive help. On 


Tuesday, after what its lead- 
ers say was years of finan- 
cial struggle to keep up with 
demand, it will close its 
doors for good. 

“Its a tragedy,” said 
Tamesue, who now receives 
her methadone-assisted 
therapy at a different facili- 
ty closer to home. “The cri- 
sis in this country has 
reached epidemic levels, 
but I don’t see enough mon- 
ey going toward it. With 
Arapahoe House closing, 
that’s just going to make the 
situation worse.” 

Arapahoe House’s shut- 
down has sent a jolt through 
Denver’s community of 
treatment providers and 
those in recovery from ad- 
diction. Given short notice 
of the decision, which was 
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